EPILOGUE

This ends our very brief survey of some of the most
interesting writers in the history of English Litera-
ture. We have barely touched the fringe of the sub-
ject : drawn a few shillings only from the huge store-
house of riches which lies waiting for anyone who
troubles to take the key.

Our aim in choosing both authors and extracts has
been to show how people felt and thought in the
past; and, from this, to let it be seen that they were
not as unlike the people of to-day as their clothes and
their speech and their actions make them appear. This
feeling of dissimilarity is the highest barrier between
us and the past. It is, as you will by now have realised,
an artificial barrier : and, once it is broken down, the
rest is easy.

If, while reading these pages, you have been in-
terested in a single extract from a single writer, and
have wanted to read more for yourself, then, as far
as we are concerned, the book will have done its work.
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